
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE WORLD UNION OF PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM
In care of Rabbi Uri Regev
Executive Director
World Union of Progressive Judaism
12 King David Street
Jerusalem, Israel

We, rabbis, cantors and students of OHALAH: The Association of Rabbis for
Jewish Renewal, are writing to express our support for the Reform
Movement in general, and our deep appreciation for the outreach work of
the Reform Movement in Russia under the auspices of the World Union of
Progressive Judaism.

It is an extremely positive sign for future of the entire Jewish people that
Judaism in its many forms is beginning to reestablish itself in the former
Soviet Union, where a once flourishing Jewish world was brought to the
brink of spiritual annihilation.  It is nothing less than a miracle that
together, Orthodox and Reform Judaism are taking the vanguard in setting
down roots and nurturing a burgeoning Jewish community in a land where
religious faith and spiritual practice were outlawed and suppressed just a
generation ago.

It is very distressing and spiritually painful to see that elements of the
CHABAD Movement, a movement which is deeply immersed in service to
God, have allowed a prominent spokesman to violate the sacred principle of
Klal Yisrael and summarily break the sacred Jewish unity by attempting to
villify, minimalize and exclude from the holy covenant between God and
Israel, another movement whose commitment to serve God is pure and
strong and sorely needed in today's world.

As Jews, we need to work together, regardless of our interpretation of how
to live out the mitzvot.  We need to express ourselves in a unified and
harmonious fashion to bring to fruition the divine plan for the Jewish people
and the redemption of all of humanity.

The work of Reform Judaism is not the same as the work of Chabad.
Reform Judaism has successfully awakened Jewish identity and stimulated
Jewish practice in countless thousands of people, who had effectively been
lost to our people, to its teachings and to its holy purpose. The Reform
Movement has provided a path for a vast number of Jews, who were
marginalized and completely alienated from traditional Judaism and its
institutions.



It is the very liberalism of Reform Judaism that renders it a very solid
vessel, as well as a most effective vehicle, for a great many of our people
for whom the more traditional Jewish forms and practices have ceased to be
a viable option. The commitment of Reform Judaism to outreach work, to
teaching the ethical imperative so central to Judaism, and to furthering the
causes of social justice and tikkun olam is an inspiration for all who truly
seek live through Torah.

We, therefore, call upon our beloved and holy brothers and sisters in
Chabad to open their hearts to the many beautiful and diverse, meaningful
ways in which the Holy Blessed One manifests the Divine Presence in the
world and fulfills the divine purpose for the Jewish people and for the entire
world.

Most respectfully,

Rabbi Pamela Frydman Baugh
Rabbi Esther Ben-Toviya, M.A.
Rabbi Phyllis Berman
Rabbi Stephen Booth-Nadav
Rabbinic Student Carol Caine
Rabbi Bonnie Cohen, Spain
Rabbi Eli Cohen
Rabbi Howard A. Cohen
Rabbi Andrea Cohen-Kiener
Rabbi David A. Cooper
Rabbi Julie Hilton Danan
Diane Elliot, R.S.M.T., Student Rabbi
Rabbi Andrew Vogel Ettin
Rabbi Zev-Hayyim Feyer
Rabbi Steven Fisdel
Rabbi Jeff Foust
Rabbi Dan Goldblatt
Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb
Rabbi Victor Gross, Ph.D
Rabbi Nadya Gross
Rabbincal Student Chaya Gusfield
Rabbi Aryeh Hirschfield
R' Naomi Mara Hyman
Rabbi Raachel Nathan Jurovics
Rabbi Min Kantrowitz



Rabbi Laura Duhan Kaplan, Ph.D.
Cantor Richard Kaplan
Hazzan Jack Kessler
Lori Klein, Rabbinical Student
Rabbi Michael Lerner
Eyal Levinson, Rabbinic Student
Rabbi Stan Levy
Rabbi Kennard Lipman, Ph.D.
Rabbi Shafir Lobb
Rabbi Paula Marcus
Rabbi Jeffrey M. Marker
Rabbi Goldie Milgram, D.Min., M.S.W.
Rabbi Yocheved Mintz
Malka Mittelman, Rabbinic Student, AJR-CA
Rabbi Dr. Andreas Nachama, Berlin, Germany
Rabbi Leah Novick
Rabbi Nomi Oren
Rabbi Ellen Pildis
Rabbi Marcia Prager
Rabbi David Roller
Rabbi Dr. Robert McCall Saunders
Rabbi Allen Secher
Rabbi Daniel Siegel
Rabbi Hanna Tiferet Siegel
Rabbi Dr. Zalman M. Schachter Shalomi
Rabbi David Shneyer
Ed Stafman, Rabbinic Student
Rabbi Louis W. Sutker
Rabbi Moshe Waldoks
Rabbi Arthur Waskow
Rabbi Shohama Wiener, D.Min.
Rabbi Harry Zeitlin
Rabbi Michael Ziegler
Rabbi Meryam Zislovich


